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No. IV. 

Letter from Mr. Irving to the Trustees, shortly before the Question submitted to the 
Decision of the London Presbytery was brought on. 

Men and brethren. 

As a man, and the head of a family, bound to provide for himself and those 
of his own house, I am enabled of God to be perfectly indifferent to the issue of 
yonr deliberations this night, though it should go to deprive me of all my income 
and cast me—after ten years of hard service, upon the wide world, with my wife 
and my children—forth from a house which was built almost entirely upon the 
credit of my name, and primarily for my life enjoyment, where also the ashes of 
my children repose. 

As a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, who hath been honoured of Him to bring 
forth from obscurity a whole system of precious truth, and especially to proclaim 
to this land the glad and glorious tidings of His speedy coming, and strengthened of 
Him to stand for the great bulwarks of the faith, oft times almost single and alone, 
I am still less indifferent to the issue of this night’s deliberation, which can bring 
little addition to the burdens of one groaning under the reproach of ten thousand 
tongues in ten thousand ways put forth against his good and honourable name. 
For I am well assured that my God, whom I serve, and for whom I suffer reproach, 
will support and richly reward me, even though ye also should turn against me, 
whom the Lord set to be a defence and a protection round about me. As the 
pastor of a flock, consisting of several hundreds of precious souls, and the minister of 
the word unto thousands weekly, yea, daily congregating unto our beautiful house, 
though it hath cost me many a pang, I am also entirely resigned to his will, 
and can cast them all upon his rich and bountiful providence who is the good 
Shepherd of the sheep, and doth carry the lambs in his bosom, and gently lead 
those who are great with young. On no account, therefore, be ye assured, personal 
to myself as a man, as a minister of Christ, or as a pastor of his people, do I 
intrude myself upon your meeting this night, with this communication; but, for 
your sakes I wait, even for yours, who are every one of you dear to my heart. Bear 
with me,then, the more patiently, seeing it is for your sakes I take up my pen to write. 

I do you solemnly to wit, men and brethren, before Almighty God, the Heart- 
searcher, that whosoever lifteth a finger against the work which is proceeding in the 
church of Christ under my pastoral care, is rising up against the Holy Ghost; and 
I warn him, even with tears, to beware, and stand back, for he will assuredly bring 
upon himself the wrath and indignation of the God of heaven and earth if he dare 
to go forward. Many months of most pains-taking and searching observation, the 
most varied proofs of every kind taken with all the skill and circumspection which 
the Lord hath bestowed upon me; the substance of the doctrine, the character of 
the Spirit, and the form and circumstances of the utterances tried by the Holy 
Scriptures, and whatever remains most venerable in the traditions of the church, 
the present power and penetration of the word spoken over the souls of the most 
holy persons, with the abiding effects of edification upon hundreds who have come 
under my own personal knowledge; the nature of the opposition which, from a 
hundred quarters, most of them entirely indifferent, infidel, and atheistical, hath 
arisen against it, together with the effects which the opposition bath had upon the 
minds of honest and good persons who have stumbled at it, their haste ana headi¬ 
ness, their unrest and trouble of mind; die attempt of Satan by mimicry of the 
work, and thrusting in upon it of seduction and devil-possessed persons to mar it, 
and the jealous holiness with which God hath detected all these attempts, and 
watched over his own work to keep it from intermixture and pollution, and, above 
all, the testimony of the Holy Ghost in my own conscience, as a man serving God 
with my house, the discernment of the same Holy Ghost in me as a minister over 
his truth, and watchman over his people; all these, and many other things, which 
’ am not careful to set out in order, or at large, seeing the time for argument is 
>ne by, and the time for delivering a roan’s soul is come, do leave not a shadow of 
uoubt on my mind that the work which hath begun under the roof of our sanctuary 
and which many of you are taking steps to prevent from proceeding there, is the 
work of God, is verily the mighty work of God, the most sacred work of the 
Holy Ghost, which to blaspheme is to blaspheme the Holy Ghost, which to 
act against is to act against the Holy Ghost This is the guilt of the action you 
are proceeding in, whether there be sufficient cause for bringing down such a load 
upon your heads, dearly beloved brethren, judge ye. For my part I would rather, 
were I a trustee, lose all my property, ten times told, than move a finger in hin- 


Digitized by LjOoq Le 



86 

drance of this great work of God, which God calleth on you to further by all means 
in your power, and to abide the consequences of a prosecution, yea, all conse¬ 
quences Detween life and death, rather than hinder. Oh, u what is a man profited 
if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul, or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul ?” 

You have determined to lodge a complaint against me to the London Pres¬ 
bytery—for no immorality of conduct, for no error of doctrine, for no neglect of 
duty, for no breach of good faith, for no change of ordinance proper to the church 
of Christ, for no departure from the constitution of the Church of Scotland; for 
no cause, in point of fact, which was, or could have been contemplated, in the 
formation of the trust-deed; but simply and solely because God, in his great love 
and mercy, hath restored the gifts of prophecy to the church under my care, and I, 
the responsible minister under Christ, being convinced thereof, have taken it upon 
me to order it according to the mind and will of Christ, the only Head and Poten¬ 
tate of his church, as the same is expressed in the Holy Scriptures. 1 ask ye be¬ 
fore God, and as ye shall answer at the great day, if the trust-deed could have 
been intended to prevent the spiritual gifts from ever being exercised within the 
building, or from being orderea according to the word of God? May I go further, 
and ask whether the constitution of the Church of Scotland, or of any church, 
could be intended to keep the voice of Jesus from being heard, as heretofore it was 
wont to be, within the assemblies of his people ? Oh, beloved brethren, how can 
you find in your heart to complain against one who hath been so faithful amongst 
you to declare the whole counsel of God, and to do every thing by night and by 
day for the good of the flock, and of all men, merely because he hath been faith¬ 
ful to his Lord, as well as to the people of the Lord, and would not by a mountain 
of opposition be daunted from acknowledging the work and walking by the counsel 
of his God ? I beseech you to search your hearts, and examine how much of this 
complaint ariseth from a desire to do your duty as trustees, how much from dislike 
and opposition to the work, from the influence of the popular stream and the fear 
of the popular odium, from your own pride of heart and unwillingness to examine 
any thing new, from the love of being at ease in Zion, and from other evil causes 
over which I have a constant jealousy in myself, and in my flock, whom I should 
love better than myself. I do not judge anyone in this matter; but I would be 
blind indeed, if I did not discern the working of these and the like motives of 
the flesh in many of you, and I would be unfaithful if I did not mention them. I 
fear lest I may have been unfaithful in time past; if so, God forgive me, and do 
ye forgive me, and take this as the last and complete expression of my love to all 
of you. Oh, my brethren, take time, and think what tenant may be expected to 
come and take up his abode in that house from which the Holy Ghost hath been 
cast forth 1 It will never prosper or come to any good until it hath been cleansed 
from this abominatiou by sore and sorrowful repentance. How can you make a 
fashion of calling it a house of praise or prayer any longer after having banished 
forth of it the voice of Jesus lifted up in the midst of the church of his saints, 
which is the temple of the Holy Ghost. Surely disappointment and defeat will 
rest upon it for ever. God will not bless it ; the servants of God will flee away 
from it. It will stand a monument of folly and infatuation. Nay, so much hath 
the Lord made me to perceive the iniquity of this thing, that I believe it will bring 
down judgment upon all who take part in it, upon their houses, upon the city itself 
in which the National Scotch Church hath been a lamp, yea and a light unto the 
whole land, and to the distant parts of the earth. Oh, my brethren, retrace your 
steps, leave this work in the hands of the Lord. Come forward and confess your 
sin in having thought or spoken evil against it. Come to the help of God against 
the mighty. I beseech you to hear my words. They have been written with prayer 
and fasting; and when I read them over about an hour ago in the hearing of ooe 
gifted with the Spirit, that the Lord, if he saw good, might express his mind, the 
consequences which he denounced upon the doing of this act were fearful to lies 
I had little thought of mentioning this to any one, but it 9eemeth to be not right i 
hide it in my own breast. If you desire, dear brethren, any personal com mu nica 
tion with me upon this awful subject, I beseech you to send for me, and I will be 
at your call: for I could stand to be tortured from head to foot, rather than any one 
of you should go forward in such an undertaking as to prevent the voice of God 
from being heard in any house over which you have any jurisdiction. 

May the Lord preserve you .from alljeyil, and lead you in the way of his own 
blessed will. Amen and alien. , Your faithful and loving pastor and friend, 

t t f ' : „ EDWARD IKV 1*0 

’ ’Horton and Hcndenou, L’tiutcr*. 

Gough Square, Loudon. 
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TRIAL OF THE REV. E. IRVING, 

BEFORE THE PRESBYTERY OF ANNAN. 

[Taken in Short Hand,] 


The hearing of this case, which was a charge of heresy 
against the celebrated Rev. Edward Irving, of London, came 
on before the Presbytery of Annan (his native town), on 
Wednesday, March 13, 1833. The subject excited the 
greatest interest, not only at Annan, but throughout the 
whole district of the South of Scotland. 

The Rev. Mr. Irving arrived at Annan, by the London 
mail, on Wednesday morning, and was met by Mr. Ker, of 
London, one of his deacons. A crowd was collected in the 
street, in expectation of the reverend gentleman’s arrival by 
the mail; and upon his alighting at the house of his brother^ 
in-law, Mr. Dickson, where the coach stopped on its way to 
the inn, the crowd, which was at that time dispersed in 
groups, ran eagerly to the spot, to catch a glimpse of their 
celebrated townsman. 

In the course of the forenoon, hundreds of individuals, of 
all classes, kept pouring into Annan from the neighbour¬ 
hood ; and parties, in vehicles of different descriptions, came 
in from Dumfries, Carlisle, Longtown, and other neighbour¬ 
ing towns. 

Twelve o’clock was the hour appointed for the proceedings 
to commence at the parish-church, and by that time the place 
was literally crammed. It is computed that at least 2,000 
persons were assembled. The Presbytery arrived punctually 
to the hour, and were immediately followed by the “ observed 
of all observers”—Mr. Irving, who was accompanied by 
several friends, one of whom was busily employed during the 
proceedings in taking notes. The reverend gentleman took 
his seat at the head of a pew appropriated to the reporters for 
the public press (six or eight of whom were present). 

The following is a list of the members of the Presbytery: 
Rev. Mr. Roddick, of Gretna, Moderator; Rev. Mr. Sloan, 
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of Dornock; Rev. Mr. Nivison, of Middlebie; Rev. Dr. 
Duncan, of Rutliwell; Rev. Mr. Gillespie, of Hodham; 
Rev. Mr. Monilaws, of Annan. 

The proceedings were opened with prayer by the Mo¬ 
derator. 

Dr. Duncan, as clerk to the Presbytery, read the minutes 
of the last meeting. Amongst other matters, the Presbytery 
had considered the case of the Rev. Edward Irving: they 
had corresponded with Messrs. Baldwin and Cradock, the 
publishers, and Messrs. Spottiswoode and Co., the printers, 
of the works; and those persons had no doubt the Rev. Ed¬ 
ward Irving was the author. The Presbytery had, moreover, 
received certain letters from Mr. Irving, in which were 
heretical sentiments, and also most calumnious attacks upon 
the General Assembly of Scotland. The Presbytery had, 
at length, appointed Wednesday, the 13th day of March, 
for the hearing of this case, and for the reverend gentleman to 
make his defence; and they were now assembled for that 
purpose. 

The Moderator inquired if the Rev. Edward Irving were 
in court; and, if he were, he now summoned him to the bar 
of the Presbytery. 

The Rev. E. Irving rose, but spoke not. 

The Moderator requested him to take his seat, which he 
did. 

Dr. Duncan then read the libel (or indictment), which was 
to the following effect:— 

He was indicted for maintaining the sinfulness of the 
Saviour in his human nature: 1st In a pamphlet entitled, 
“The Catholic and Orthodox Doctrine of our Lord’s 
Human Nature, in four parts.’’ 2d. In a pamphlet called, 
“The Day of Pentecost; or the Baptism of the Holy 
Ghost.” 3d. In No. 13 of the Morning Watch, or Quar¬ 
terly Journal on Prophecy, page 84, pages 22 and 24: “ That 
his human nature, of itself did not obey the will of the 
Father,—the devil tempted because he knew our Lord to be 
temptable.’* In pages 37, 91, 110, and 126: “I say that to 
yield a jot of this is to yield all. I will not yield a jot of it. 
I will suffer the loss of all things, and death itself, sooner than 
permit this doctrine to be shaken, as long as I can help it” 
Page 126. “ Human nature was corrupt to the heart’s core, 



and black as hell; and this was the human nature which the 
Son of God took upon himself, and was clothed with. But 
this doctrine the Assembled Ministers of the Church of 
Scotland denied, with unspeakable loathing. That Christ 
came in the flesh, such as flesh is, and hath been since the 
fell of man, they utterly denied: that he came in the flesh, 
having the law of the flesh in it, they stormed and scouted 
as the most hideous blasphemy. I do say, therefore, that if 
we are to obey the apostolical injunction, we should in no 
way encourage any preacher who bringeth such a doctrine. 
Surely a curse of God is upon him; and those that cleave to 
him shall have a share of it. The duty which the Christian 
people owe to their ministers, who, in the General Assembly, 
did give their condemnation of this doctrine, by which we 
hold the Head, is, in their several parishes, to go and boldly 
ask them to their face if they believe Christ came in the 
flesh, and had the law of the flesh, and the temptations of 
the flesh to struggle with, and overcome; and, if they confess 
not to this doctrine, to denounce them as denying the Lord 
that bought them, as wolves in sheep’s clothing; and by no 
means to hear or honour them any more as ministers of 
Christ, but as members of Anti-Christ, which truly they are, 
every one of them, who hath not this doctrine, however 
smooth, sleek, and fair, their carriage may be.” Again : “ I 
give it as my deliberate judgment, that it is sin to abide under 
the teaching of men (churchmen or dissenters) who bring 
with them the doctrine of devils, which had the sanction of 
the late General Assembly, declaring themselves, thereby, 
apostates from the faith.” Again: u With respect to my 
own case I would not say much: partly, that 1 may be 
thought partial; but chiefly because it is not yet come to an 
end. They have only judged my books, not myself; but, 
as far as that went, it was the most notable instance on record 
of an unlearned, irreverent, and indecent judgment.” Again: 

“ The Church of Scotland is shooting fast a-head. Already 
the rapids have a hold of her, and she is not far from the 
fetal plunge; the precipice and the yawning gulf are hard at 
hand. Brethren, there is a God that beholdeth ; there is a God 
who revengeth. Let the righteous hold up their heads, for their 
redemption draweth nigh. The end of all tilings is at hand. 
Watch, and be sober. He cometh—he eometh—he cometh !” 
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The accusation in the libel was of “ printing, publishing, 
and disseminating heresies and heretical doctrines, particu¬ 
larly the doctrine of the fallen state and sinfulness of our 
Lord’s human nature,” which it declared to be “ contrary to 
the Holy Scriptures, and to what is taught in the standards 
of the Church of Scotland;” in consequence of which it 
was concluded that he “ ought to be deposed from the office 
of the holy ministry, and deprived of his licence as a minister 
of the said church.” In support of the accusation in the 
libel, numerous passages were cited in that document from 
the writings of the accused. 

The following is the strongest of the letters read: it is 
addressed to the Presbytery, in answer to their queries:— 

“ To the Ministers and Elders of the Presbytery of Annan. 

“ London, 10th October, 1832. 

** Men and Brethren,—I avow myself to be the author of 
the three tracts, whose titles are recounted in the General 
Assembly’s instructions to you, and in your letter to me, 
whereof the first-named was written to set forth the founda¬ 
tion of the Christian verity,—viz., Christ’s evenness with us 
in the flesh. The second, the glorious head-stone of the 
same. It is our evenness with him in the spirit And the 
last to denounce the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland as one of the most wicked of all God’s enemies on 
the face of the earth, for having denied and fought against 
all the foundations of the truth as it is in Jesus, and cast 
out his servants for preaching the same. With that wicked 
Assembly, now three times tried of God, and three times 
found wanting, and with all who in any way adhere to it, or 
do its evil deeds, I can make no relationship, but that of open 
and avowed enmity. ‘ Do I not hate them, O Lord, that hate 
thee; and am I not grieved with all those that rise up 
against thee ? I hate them with a perfect hatred; I count 
them mine enemies.’ 

“ I am grieved in my heart that you should yield obedi¬ 
ence to the decrees of that synagogue of Satan, and thereby 
make yourselves partakers of her evil deeds; and I beseech 
as many of you as are of the Lord's people to come out of 
that Babylon which she ruleth over, that ye be not partakers 
with her of her plagues, which are ready to come upon her. 
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The Lord would have healed her, but she would not be healed; 
therefore flee out of her. Every spirit that confesseth not that 
Christ is come in the flesh, is of Anti-Christ; and every one 
who divideth between Christ and his members, by denying 
our sameness with him, in both the spirit and the flesh, is a 
heretic. They have mocked and denied both; and the 
honour of that Lord, whose member I am, they have trampled 
under foot; and it is my duty, and would be my labour, to 
fight against them, and to spare no means until they have 
repented of their evil deeds, and turned unto Him from whom 
they have deeply revolted. I entreat every one of you to 
save his own soul, and come out of her, and fight manfully 
against her. Farewell. May the Lord deliver you out of 
the snare in which your feet are taken! In love and in 
blessing, I pray you may be delivered, as I and the flock of 
which 1 am the pastor have been delivered. Again, I say, 
farewell. May the Lord deliver you from that wicked 
Assembly! Amen. 

“ Your humble and faithful servant in the Lord, 

“ Edward Irving.” 

In consequence of the promulgation of these doctrines, 
the General Assembly of Scotland had enjoined the Pres¬ 
bytery of Annan to call upon the Rev. Edward Irving to 
avow or disavow them; in order that, if he avowed them, 
he might be deposed from that station in the Church of 
Scotland to which the Presbytery of Annan, by the imposi¬ 
tion of hands, ordained him. The Rev. Dr. then asked if he 
should read the certified copy of the Commission of the 
General Assembly. 

Mr. Irving said he did not wish it, unless the Presbytery 
did. 

The letters of Mr. Irving were put in, and, upon being 
asked if they were his writing, he replied in the affirmative. 
The books in which the doctrines in question appeared, were 
also put in, and the reverend gentleman admitted he was the 
author. 

The libel, which was of great length, was read by Mr. 
Geo. Duncan, as assistant clerk. 

The Moderator, the Rev. James Roddick, of Graitney, 
asked Mr. Irving if he had any objections to the relevancy 
of the libel ? 
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Mr. Irving. What is the relevancy ? 

Dr. Duncan. That is the truth of the libel. 

Moderator. It is this; did you teach the fallen state 
and sinfulness of Christ’s nature ? 

Mr. Irving (with great solemnity). If I have said so, and 
that God made it not sinless, then is the libel true, and then 
do I deserve all the pains of hell for having taught such a 
docrine; but if I have said and taught Christ was fashioned as 
a man, that he took our sinful nature upon him, but that, by 
the grace of God, he was upheld, and yielded not to the 
motions of that sinful nature, then is it a glorious doctrine, 
and I will maintain it, yea, even unto death. And now, I 
pray you, judge truly between me and these doctrines. What 
is the major proposition of the libel, for I know it not ? 

Moderator. The question is, do you admit the truth of 
the libel ? It is necessary that you answer aye or no. 

Dr. Duncan. Or does the Rev. Gentleman admit that 
the libel is made out ? 

Mr. Irving. And I say again, that if your libel means 
that the actions of our Saviour Christ were not holy, then is 
it not true ; for I hold no such doctrine. What I do hold is, 
that the flesh of Christ, being of the seed of David—born of a 
woman, was sinful; but that it was presented holy unto God, 
holy, holy as the law of God itself. And surely you do not 
call this a true libel? The Rev. Gentleman then repeated 
that he held no doctrine contrary to this, neither was such 
contained in any of his writings. 

Mr. Gillespie would ask Mr. Irving if he was the author 
of the works from which extracts had been read ? 

Dr. Duncan said that Mr. Irving had already admitted 
that; and the next question was the relevancy of the libel. 
Perhaps Mr. Irving would admit also that those extracts con¬ 
tained the doctrine of the sinfulness of Christ's human nature 5 
and, if they contained nothing more, the libel would be sus¬ 
tained. 

The Moderator asked Mr. Irving if he admitted the 
correctness of those extracts ? 

Mr. Irving replied that he would not ensnare himself in 
the words of another man’s mouth. He had not drawn up the 
libel; it was not for him, therefore, to say that the words of 
it were good words. 


Digitized by 


Google 



9 

The Moderator asked if he would admit the words of the 
libel, if proved ? 

Mr. Irving would give no other answer. 

Dr. Duncan then moved that Mr. Irving be removed from 
the bar, in order that the Presbytery might consider his 
answer. 

Mr. Irving again essayed to explain his meaning of the 
words in question, touching Christ’s humanity, to the effect 
already stated. He repeated, that he considered Christ’s 
body as most holy before God; but it had been made, it had 
been presented, holy. He, therefore, would not be ensnared 
in any words of theirs. He was willing to admit his own 
words, as extracted. 

Mr. Sloan asked if this admission was not enough? 

Dr. Duncan said he considered Mr. Irving as removed 
from the bar. 

The Moderator said it was so. 

Mr. Irving. And does that mean that I have come 300 
miles to meet your charge, and am not to be allowed to plead 
my own cause ? 

Dr. Duncan replied that this was a first step in the pro¬ 
ceeding ; it concerned the relevancy of the libel; they would 
come next to the proof, when the Rev. Gentleman should be 
heard. 

The Moderator suggested that each member of the Pres¬ 
bytery should state his views of the question before them. 

Mr. Sloan (as the senior member) first rose to address 
them. He expressed the difficulties under which he laboured 
in rising to combat with one of so great a name as the Rev. 
Edward Irving—one with whom he was, in many respects, so 
unequally yoked—though, notwithstanding that, as the strip¬ 
ling David slew the giant Goliah with a stone from the brook, 
having gone forth in the strength of the Lord, so he hoped to 
succeed in proving the heresy of even so great a giant as that 
rev. gentleman. He then argued against the doctrine of 
Christ’s humanity, as set forth by the accused, with much 
ability and point In St. Matthew, he showed it was stated 
that, when the angel of the Lord appeared unto David, he had 
said unto him, “ Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, 
for that which is conceived of her is of the Holy Ghost” And 
again, he showed that the Magi, so far from considering Christ 
as of fallen humanity, “fell down and worshipped him He 
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showed, too, that the angel of the Lord which appeared unto 
Mary had told her, “ the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, mid 
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also 
that holy Ifes^which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son 
of God*” With respect to the latter passage, the rev. gentleman 
said that, in the original Greek, it was “ that which is being bom 
of thee, frc.,” which made it stronger in favour of his argu¬ 
ment* Mr. Sloan adduced several other passages to show- 
that, although Christ was man, yet was he without sin. Simeon, 
he observed, had little cause for rejoicing, or for saying that 
he had seen the salvation, if Christ was sinful. The rev. gen¬ 
tleman concluded by making some allusions to Mr. Irving’s 
conduct as a minister of the Church of Scotland; and by 
asserting his conviction that the doctrines in question inevita¬ 
bly led to a deposition from his station in that church. 

Dr. Duncan would only say he thought the libel relevant. 

Mr. Monilaws and Mr. Gillespie severally expressed 
their satisfaction with the relevancy of the libel. 

Mr. Roddick (the Moderator), left his seat, and called 
upon his predecessor therein (Mr. Gillespie) to take his place 
whilst he addressed the Presbytery. The rev. gentleman 
argued at considerable length against the doctrines of Mr. 
Irving. He maintained that Christ both was sinless and 
could not be tempted to sin. “ And I state it as my opinion,” 
said Mr. R., “ that the words, ‘ liable to, yea, inclined to sin, 
fallen, sinful, rebellious, 9 as applied to any department of our 
Saviour’s person, are altogether unwarrantable; and I must 
candidly declare that, except the rev. gentleman either alter 
or publicly retract the offensive terms, I cannot indulge the 
hope that the bands which at present unite us, already attenu¬ 
ated indeed, can much longer endure, but they must be speedily 
broken asunder, and he must be separated from the venerable 
church to which he belongs—that church which I have often 
heard him highly revere—that church to which I once trusted 
he would have long continued a defence and an illustrious 
ornament.” He then begged to propose that the words, pec¬ 
cability of our Lord 9 8 human nature, be added to the libel. 
He had a high authority, that of Dr. Inglis, of Edinburgh, for 
this. 

Mr. Sloan seconded the proposition—which, after some 
discussion, was agreed to, and the words added. 

The Moderator called back Mr. Irving to the bar, and 
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informed him of the addition of those words to the libel. He 
asked him if he now made any objections to its relevancy. 

Mr. Irving. That is your matter, not mine ; I answer not 
a word. 

(Here there was a burst of applause from the galleries, 
which the Moderator endeavoured to repress, and severely 
censured; telling the people that, if such conduct was repeated, 
the Presbytery must do one of two things, either dear the 
court, or retire into a private room.) 

Mr. Irving. My answer is silence—not consent. Mind 
that you enter it on your records. I answer not a word. 

(Here the rev. gentleman sat down, and hid his face in his 
hands.) 

The Moderator said that silence implied consent 

(Here there was considerable confusion in the galleries, 
which were excessively crowded, and several of the seats 
cracked as if giving way. The Moderator desired the people 
to sit down.) 

Dr. Duncan requested Mr. Irving to listen whilst he read 
over the minutes of their proceedings up to this point, which 
the rev. Dr. proceeded to do, ending with the words, “ that 
the Rev. Edward Irving objected to the libel as laid,” &c. 

Mr. Irving. Respect for the Presbytery alone induced 
me to open my mouth; but I would rather leave the Presby¬ 
tery to do their own work. 

Dr. Duncan said that they wished to be faithful to their 
record. 

Mr. Irving. Yea; but I wish to be faithful to my God; 
and therefore will I have nought to do with your record. 

The members of the Presbytery severally addressed the 
Assembly, to the effect that they considered the libel rele¬ 
vant; the doctrines were inconsistent with Scripture, and with 
the standards of their church. 

(During these addresses, Mr. Irving kept his face buried in 
his hands.) 

The Moderator then declared the libel relevant Mr. 
Irving was asked if he had any thing to say; but he made no 
reply. It was next proposed that, before proceeding further, 
the Presbytery should hold a conference with Mr. Irving in 
private. 

Mr. Irving. Nay, but I expected to be allowed to make 
my defence here, in this assembly of the people. 
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The rev. gentleman was told that the time was not come 
yet; and again asked if he had any thing to say touching die 
case as far as it had gone. 

Mr. Irving. What I have to say, I have already said— 
let the Presbytery do their own work. 

The Court was then adjourned for half an hour, and the 
members of the Presbytery retired with Mr. Irving. 

The Court having resumed, prayer having been offered up, 
and the minutes read, 

The Moderator stated, that, at the conference they had 
just held with Mr. Irving, he had refused to give any distinct 
answer to the questions proposed; but said that he would 
reserve himself entirely for his public defence. He then re¬ 
called Mr. Irving to the bar. 

Dr. Duncan, addressing Mr. Irving, said that, before he 
proceeded to make his defence, it was necessary that he should 
again say if he was the author of those books; to which Mr. 
Irving replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. Irving. —Moderator—The doctrine which I wrote in 
the first of the books libelled on is expressed in the words of the 
holy apostle Paul, “ Jesus Christ, our Lord, which was made 
of the seed of David according to the flesh.” And the doctrine 
which I wrote in the second of those books is expressed in 
the verse following, “And declared to be the Son of God 
with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resur¬ 
rection from the dead.” And the doctrine contained in the 
article in the “ Morning Watch,” is, that a heretic, after the 
first and second admonition, should be rejected. The Gene¬ 
ral Assembly, which has been three times admonished, I have 
rejected, and all that belongs to them, and still do reject. As 
to my maintaining that Christ is other than most holy, I do 
protest that it is not true. It is not true !—before the living 
God, I do declare it is false. And though all men should say 
it is true, I say it is false, and that it proceeds from the father 
of lies. It has been held up in every pulpit within this land 
that I have preached and disseminated doctrines inconsistent 
with the verity of God. Albeit I deny it. I deny it! It is 
a lie. It has not a shadow of foundation in truth. I would 
give my life, and if I had ten thousand lives would give them 
all to maintain the contrary. It is an unjust slander. It is a 
lie, as God livetli, it is a lie. I never wrote—I never preached 
such damnable doctrine; and that all honest men can say. I 
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stand in this place, and say that I am ready to die for it. 
(A pause.) Here, however, I have nothing to say. I came 
not here to justify myself. Let the Presbytery do with me 
what seemeth to them good. I dismiss that, and say no more. 
But I stand here a witness for the Lord Jesus—to tell men 
what he did for them; and what he did was thisHe took 
your flesh and made it holy, thereby to make you holy; and 
therefore he will make every one holy who believes in Him. 
He hath done it But how can you know it, unless you feel 
it in the inward man ? He came into your battle, and tram¬ 
pled under foot Satan, the world, the flesh, yea, all enemies of 
living men, and he saith to every one, “ Be ye holy, for I am 
holy.” Do you say that that man was unacquainted with 
grief—that he was unacquainted with the warrings of the 
flesh ? I dare ye to say that the Lord your Saviour had an 
easier passage through life than you had; I dare ye to say 
that his work was a holiday work. Is this your gratitude to 
the Captain of your salvation ? Can you follow in his foot¬ 
steps if he did not do the work ? Are you not ashamed ? Are 
you not ashamed to gather yourselves together to deny the 
work of God—that work which he did, and having done it 
that you might enter in by faith and enjoy it? Let the Lord 
speak, and not man. (The reverend gentleman then turned 
to the 40th Psalm, which he proceeded to read and comment 
upon.) “ I waited patiently for the Lord—he inclined his 
ear and heard my cry,” &c. But ye say that he was never in the 
pit or in the clay. But I say he was in both; and more¬ 
over, that all the water-floods of the divine wrath passed over 
him, and that the Father left him to mourn with a great 
mourning. But ye say this was not so. Ye deniers of God ! 
How dare you—how dare you deny that Jesus wrought the 
work of your redemption ? In the same psalm, “ Sacrifice and 
offering tfiou didst not desire: mine ears hast thou opened; 
burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not required. Then 
said I, lo, I come; in the volume of the book it is written of 
me, I delight to do thy will, O my God.” Yea, he delighted 
to do the will of God; it was meat and drink to him; yea, it 
was more than meat and drink to him. But he had the pit, 
and the clay, and the mire, and all devils trying to warp him 
from doing it And is it dishonourable that he should do his 
Father's wiU ? Is it less dishonourable, think you, when his 
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enemies have leagued against him—and though even a king- 
dom tempted him to disobey ? Judge me not till ye hear the 
end of my sentence. “ Yea, thy law is within my heart I 
have preached righteousness in die great congregation. Lo, 
I have not refrained my lips, and, Lord, thou knowest I have 
not hid thy righteousness within my heart I have declared 
thy faithfulness and thy salvation. I have not conoe&led thy 
loving-kindness and thy truth from the great congregation." 
Where is the doctrine of debt and credit ? He casts himself 
on the tender mercies of his Father. He did no sin, “ nei¬ 
ther was guile found in his mouth;" but stood he then alone? 
No; you were in him. Does not the mother weep for her 
daughter who has left the paths of virtue? Does not the 
fitther weep for the son whose misdeeds have brought him 
under the gallows-tree? Jesus stood your friend, lover, 
hither, head—saw you in the company of wretches and 
maniacs—took your nature, and washed away your guilt. 
Such ingratitude ! Blush with shame, that you have listened 
to such doctrines! Think you that he took on him a better 
nature than your own? No! Yours it was he assumed! 
Oh, the baseness of your ingratitude ! Blush, blush, I say, 
for the doctrine which is preached among you! He came to 
defy the devil and all his other foes, and make you holy. He 
strewed the field with your enemies, and said, “ Believe and 
follow me !” Now you understand my doctrine. But will 
you say that you have the flesh to contend with, and Christ 
had not? Will you say this and perish ? Hear ye—“ With¬ 
hold not now thy tender mercies from me, O Lord; let thy 
loving-kindness and thy truth continually preserve me. For 
innumerable evils have compassed me about; mine iniquities 
have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up,” 
&c. But did I ever use such an expression ? 1 could have 
used it; but I did not, lest I should stumble the church. The 
apostles taught out of the Psalms, and not from confessions of 
faith, and traditionary documents. But show me the psalm 
where it is written that he does not call our sins his own. But 
was he sinful? No; but look ye—the very reverse of sin inhered 
in his soul. He suffered because he loved you.' And now 
you dare to say that he loved you not Be ashamed this day, 
ye people ! that ye know not more of him who suffered so 
much for you. He bore your sin. This broke His heart 
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But it grieves him still more that this day you should deny 
him. But it broke not his heart long; for what saith the 
word ? This is what I teach. Now, men and brethren, I am 
here this day to tell you the truth as it is in Jesus. 

Dr. Duncan rose, and said that it was evident Mr. Irving 
was speaking to the people of his doctrines, not to the Pres¬ 
bytery in his defence. 

Mr. Irving. Oh, no, no) Don’t prevent me saying what 
I wish in my defence. 

The Moderator said, it seemed to him as if Mr. Irving 
imagined he was in London, preaching to his people there. 

Mr. Irving. Oh, no, no!—it is not so! I know well 
where I now stand—I stand in the place where I was born, 
in the church wherein I was first baptized, and then ordained. 
In my zeal for the truih, I may have been unable to separate 
the people from the Presbytery; but I will endeavour not so 
to err again. I am sorry to be interrupted, especially as I 
am simply expounding the truth. Ye ministers, elders, and 
presbytery! This is no question of scholastic theology. 
I speak for the sanctification of men. I wish my flock to be 
holy—and unless the Lord Jesus has contended with sin, as 
they are commanded to do, how can they be holy when they 
follow him ? Can I ask the people to do or suffer more than 
he did ? He is the Captain of their salvation, and I wish them 
to follow him ! Can a soldier who is sick, wounded, or dead, 
be expected to follow a leader who is filled with the omnipo¬ 
tence of God ? Nay ! But if his Captain be sick, wounded, 
and dead too, may he not then ask the soldier to do the like ? 
Now, Jesus was sick for us, contended with sinful flesh for us; 
and hence it is that he can call on us to follow him in our 
oontendings with sin, our sicknesses, and deaths. Yea, and 
he does call on us. Sing ye hallelujahs to the Son of David, 
who disdained not our fallen, yea, our &£nful nature, that he 
might deliver us! Where, where are the hearts that burst not 
with adoration when they contemplate ? Ah, was he not holy ? 
Did he not gain for us a victory? Holy in his mother’s 
womb—holy in his childhood—holy in his advancing years— 
holy in his nativity—holy in his resurrection—and not more 
holy in one than in another. And he calls upon you to be 
holy; and this is what he says, “ Be ye holy, for I am holy.” 
This is ray doctrine. Have I a doubt of its truth ? Have I 
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a doubt that I am alive ? Shall I retreat ? Shall I recant ? 
No—not a jot. Oh, no ! I am a minister of Christ. Shall 
I stand between Christ and his people? What mean ye, 
to say that he took not flesh of his mother—and that that flesh 
was not the same as your flesh ? Let it not be said, lest the 
uncircumcised mock. But was he not a conqueror ? Yea, 
was he not the Son of God triumphant in the depths and in 
the darkness of the human heart, by faith prevailing, and call¬ 
ing on you to fight the same battle, and by faith also to pre¬ 
vail? Oh ! the Lord will give witness to this truth ! $ut 
be ye patient; and woe to him that but wags his little finger 
to prevent its advance ! It will not come about by creeds of 
churches and confessions, but by lives of patience and of holi¬ 
ness. Ah ! are ye not ashamed of the name of Christians ? 
Arc ye like him ? Is the best of you like him ? Ye know 
not the path he trod for you] Ye know not where he put 
down his foot, though he came to save you. And what am I 
and God’s other ministers doing, but pointing to his bloody 
foot, and_ saying—Follow. But say ye that your wicked 
hearts prevent your following ? Did he not cleanse your 
hearts? He did it; I tell you he did it; and all that he wants 
you to do is to believe that he did, and then out of your 
hearts shall flow living waters. I speak to ministers and peo¬ 
ple ; I plead not mine own cause; I am setting forth the Lord’s 
work before you—blessed be his name! His dear Son came 
in flesh, aye, and in the flesh contended with all the ills that 
flesh is heir to, contended with death, contended with sin; 
and what saith the apostle, saith he not that Christ condemned 
or destroyed sin in the flesh ? And, if he had not to contend 
with sin, could he destroy it ? [The Rev. Gentleman then 
entered into an account of his motives for publishing the books 
libelled on at considerable length. Having stated that one of 
them had been reviewed by Dr. Thomson, and condemned by 
the General Assembly, he proceeded to say,] When I found 
that these exceptions were taken to this book (every word of 
which I do now avouch to be solid truth), and that the Assem¬ 
bly had denounced it as heretical, I resolved to read it over 
before the Lord, and, with this intent, I repaired to my session- 
house, that I might be free from interruption, and there, day 
after day, I perused this book to see if error indeed lay within 
its pages. And, after having well conned and considered of 
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the matter in this retirement, and finding that I had nothing 
to alter, I fell down on my knees and returned fervent thanks 
unto my Lord that he had enabled me so to think, and so to 
write. No man knoweth this, but the Lord knoweth it. It 
contains doctrines that may be uupalateable; I have tried to 
make them palateable. But, whether they be so or no, they 
are medicines good and wholesome for the church; they are 
strong medicines for a dying church. Ay! they are medi¬ 
cines which, if yet taken, will heal her and make her live— 
and they are doing it. I speak not thus of the book for 
mine own sake, but for the truths which are in it Let the 
book be burnt. Yea, let every copy of the book be burnt 
I care not for the book. Away with it!—but the doc¬ 
trine never can be, and never shall be, lost till the Lord 
returns. [The Reverend Gentleman then entered at length 
into the doctrines of the book, and stated, that in his church, 
he could number among the members many to whom miracu¬ 
lous gifts had been vouchsafed; and then continued] Mode¬ 
rator, ministers, elders, and people of Israel, (for there is but 
one church—one body,) if ye but believe in the Word which 
was made flesh, and walk in his footsteps, ye shall be temples 
of the Holy Ghost Doth not the Holy Apostle say, “ Covet 
earnestly the best gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy ?” 
Why should there be any difference among Christians ? Are 
we not servants of the same master ? I come here with no ' 
new banner. Have not I preached in all your pulpits? 
When did I show you a bad example ? If I were a heretic, 
think you that God would not give me up to sin ? Why should 
we dispute among ourselves ? Why should w’e submit our 
consciences to any General Assembly ? Ye are men. Ye 
are deputies of Christ, not of a General Assembly. If the 
doctrine be from men, I am not willing to die for it. But it 
is true. It is a most holy doctrine. As concerning the 
article in the Morning Watch, I shall not detain you long, 
but shall merely show how it sets out. (Here the Reverend 
Gentleman read a long quotation from the said work.) But, 
continued the Reverend Gentleman, here we duly see the 
General Assembly. I am convinced that that Assembly has 
denied my God, my Saviour, in these acts. Year after yeqjr 
have they brought this doctrine before them (and may, for 
aught I know, again), and went on to deny the love of God 
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to man. And will God expect more love from us than 
he has to give?—and what have poor sinners to trust in 
if they do not know that God has loved every sinner ? The 
very reason which keeps people from God is, that they 
think that God will not accept of them until they do something 
to deserve his favour. God loves even the prodigal, and sends 
his messengers on earth to seek sinners and bring them bade 
to the fold. Jesus—he came to tell us that God is light, and 
that in him is no darkness at all. The gates of heaven are 
open even to the blackest sinner. This is the doctrine whidx 
was cast out The greatest gift ever bestowed on the people 
of Scotland since the days of Knox—yea, a greater than he— 
I mean John Campbell—has been cast out He was a spot¬ 
less man of God. In him was no fault —albeit no fault that 
man could lay to his charge. He was a godly man. But him 
ye have cast out with scorn; and shall I not take his part— 
shall I not receive him to my bosom ?—because in receiving 
him I receive Christ Shall I be terrified by the name of the 
General Assembly ? God’s name is a greater name than the 
name of the General Assembly. What are they but a com¬ 
pany of miserable sinners ? When God’s name is in question 
shall I not hate the General Assembly ? I hate them with a 
perfect hatred. But do I love them the less? Nay ! but the 
more. Do I hate my child because I correct him ? No! 
“ He that sparetk the rod, loseth [hateth] his child.” That 
letter was written in love—true love. There was no malice 
in it. I looked to see if any of this church was ready to stand 
forth in defence of this truth, and I rejoice that the brother at 
my right hand stood up as I have done (laying his hand on 
Mr. D. Dow’s head). What! are we not cast out for Christ? 
Yea, we are prepared to be hated for his name’s sake. But I 
sicken. It is not pleasant to speak of evil! The Lord 
knoweth I speak not these things to blame any one. And 
the counsel of this treatise is simply this; that the people of 
Scotland who knew these things (but alas ! darkness has 
covered the land, and thick darkness the people—yea, dark¬ 
ness that may be felt) would do well to forget all quarrels, 
because you have broken the unity of Christ’s church, and are 
a united people no more ! Ah ! it is sin that has done all 
this. Yea, the sin of the church is a heavy sin. Oh, ye know 
that the sin of the church is heavy ! Yea, it is heavy, heavy. 
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heavy! It were better this day that ye were to start north, 
south, east, and west, yea, to every point of the compass, to 
preach the truth in every town, and in every city, and in 
every village, than to sit here debating on points of doctrine. 
Mock me not by speaking of popularity. The reproaches of 
a brother are hard to bear. Ye know not what I have suf¬ 
fered—ye know not what it is to be severed from a flock you 
love—to be banished from your house—to be driven from 
a place of worship in which ye have been honoured as God's 
servants by the tokens of his approbation. Yet, though thus 
scorned and trampled on, truth is prevailing. You shall not 
go one half-mile in London but you shall see some of our 
Scottish youth, yea, and of our English youth also, standing 
up to preach that truth for which I now appear at this bar. 
At Charing Cross, at London Bridge, at the Tower, and in 
all the high places of the city, you shall find them preaching 
to a perishing people, and, though often hooted and pelted, 
yet patient withal. And I am sure the day is not far distant 
when the evangelist shall go forth and be listened to throughout 
the land. 

Ministers and Elders of thg Presbytery of Annan! I 
stand at your bar by no constraint of man. You could not— 
no person on earth could—have brought me hither. I am a 
free man on a free soil, and living beyond your bounds; 
neither General Assembly nor Pope has a right to meddle 
with me. Yea, I know ye have sinned against the Head of 
the Church in stretching thus beyond your measure; and this 
sin ye must repent of. Ye have sinned against the Lord in 
my person; ye have done what ye had better been quit of; 
and, if you repent not, your consciences'will tell you hereafter 
that you have been guilty in this matter. 

Is it nothing, think you, that ye have brought me from my 
flock of nine hundred souls, besides children, looking up to 
me for spiritual food ? Is it nothing that ye have taken md 
away from ruling among my apostles and elders, and brought 
me three hundred miles, to stand before you at this bar? I 
speak not this for the injury done to myself, but to the Lord 
in me. Ye offend him, for in the least of his little ones 
he may be offended. But I forgive it, and will pray for you. 
I stand here, not by constraint, but willingly. Do what you 
like. I ask not judgment of you ; my judgment is with my 
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God: and as to the General Assembly, the spirit of judgment 
is departed from it. Oh ! ye know not how near ye are to 
the .brink of destruction. Ye need not expedite your fall. 
All are dead around. The church is struggling with many 
enemies, but her worst is within herself—I mean that wicked 
Assembly. Behold, the Lord cometh quickly; his voice is 
lifted up, and is speaking in divers parts of the land, Pre¬ 
pare ye the way! Mourn, mourn for your guilt in your 
homes. Restore the household worship of God, which your 
fathers set up amongst us. Be ye filled with the love of 
God. Put away from you your drunkenness, your politics, 
your quarrels, and questions, and seek the Lord while he may 
be found, and he will have mercy upon you, and abundantly 
pardon. [The Reverend Gentleman sat down, having 
spoken for nearly two hours. His attitude and intonation, in 
some parts of the above speech, were striking in the extreme.] 

Mr. Irving was then removed from the bar, and the Mo¬ 
derator proceeded to take the opinions of the different 
members of the Court seriatim, beginning with the oldest 

Mr. Sloan first delivered his opinions, to the effect that all 
the arguments of the reverend accused were but inefficient 
attempts to explain away the heretical doctrines which he 
taught; and that he had great pain in saying he considered 
him guilty as libelled. 

The Rev. Dr. Duncan, being next called on by the Mo¬ 
derator, said that he never rose in any assembly with more 
agitated feelings than he did at that moment He had known 
his Rev. Brother for many years; he had long esteemed him 
as one who was conscientiously attached to the cause of his 
Saviour, and anxious to promote the glory of God, and the 
best interests of his fellow-creatures, and to labour for these 
objects in season and out of season; he also regarded him 
(Mr. I.) as a man of no ordinary talents, whose qualifications 
led him fondly to hope that he would be a faithful and successful 
labourer in the Christian vineyard, and, adorning the doctrine 
of our Lord and Saviour, would be an honoured instrument 
in the hands of his Divine Master, and take a high station 
among the ministers of our Church. With the deepest pain, 
however, he had observed a gradual alienation of his mind 
from the faith,—a darkening of liis understanding in departing 
from the simplicity of divine truth; and he could not say 
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that the appearance of his Rev. Friend that day had tended 
to lessen his regret. He did feel deep regret that a brother 
whom he loved had erred from the faith ; he did regret that a 
minister of the gospel of Christ had, unconsciously, he be¬ 
lieved, but still most lamentably, not onlygone astray himself, 
but led others astray also; he did regret that the talents and 
eloquence which had just been so remarkably displayed, should 
be lost to the Church of Scotland—to the Church of Christ. 
But he could not, in his conscience, lay his hand on his heart, 
and say that his brother was guiltless concerning this thing. He 
did, in his soul, believe him to be guilty ; and, believing this, 
he grieved that he could not give him the right hand of fel¬ 
lowship. His heart’s desire and prayer to God was, that his 
Rev, Brother might be delivered from the strong delusion 
under which he laboured, as another individual had lately 
been, who was well known to h£tve been one of the most 
influential of the party with which Mr. Irving is connected. 
The history of that individual was highly instructive. He 
had been for a considerable time entirely under the influence 
of the unhappy delusion, and had been looked up to, and 
believed in, as one of the most eminent inspired prophets of 
Mr. Irving’s followers, both by the Rev. Gentleman him¬ 
self, and by his flock. He had, however, been happily led 
to perceive the aberration of mind under which he laboured, 
and had lately published a book, in which he solemnly re¬ 
canted his former opinions, and declared himself to have 
been under the influence of the powers of darkness. The 
first thing which shook the faith of the gentleman alluded to 
(Mr. Baxter), in the supernatural gifts with which he had 
conscientiously believed himself to be endowed, was the very 
doctrine regarding our Lord’s humanity, which was the 
subject of the libel. He 'discovered that Mr. Irving and 
some of his followers taught that in Christ’s flesh there is “a 
proclivity to the world andlfo Satan,” and that Christ received 
“such a measure of the Holy Ghost as sufficed to resist 
this proclivity,” which he could not help considering a 
fearfully erroneous doctrine. Mr. Baxter corresponded with 
Mr. Irving on the subject, and received from him an explicit 
avowal of this dreadful doctrine. This led him seriously to 
examine the whole matter, and a light broke in on his mind, 
which ended in his perceiving how fatally he had been led 
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astray. Arid now this worthy person had not hesitated to 
make an open recantation, and to publish a pamphlet ex¬ 
plaining the whole delusion, and making a most extraordinary 
and edifying exposure of the snares in which he had been 
entangled. 

It was of great importance to bring back the Presbytery to 
the consideration of the real state of the case, from which 
they had been drawn away by the eloquence of the Rev. 
Gentleman, He must remind them that they appeared there 
as a court of the Established Church, which acknowledged 
the Confession of Faith, and her other standards, as a true 
exposition of the word of God. The Church had been 
taunted by the Rev. Gentleman for yielding credit to such 
confessions, instead of the truths of Scripture* But there is 
here a manifest misrepresentation. The Church adopted these 
standards, not because they have been composed by the 
eminent fathers of the Church, nor from any other cause 
than this, that they believed them to contain a true exposition 
of the truths contained in the Bible. He held that any thing 
contrary to the Confession of Faith was contrary to God’s 
word; because, on comparing its doctrines with that word, 
he found them to agree, and for no other reason. He took, 
therefore, that Confession, and he asked, did it agree with 
the doctrine that day propounded by Mr. Irving? He was. 
confident that it did not 

Here the Rev. Doctor quoted several passages from the 
Confession of Faith, which went to prove that whenever the 
fallen and sinful nature of man was spoken of in these 
standards, the humanity of Christ was carefully excepted, by 
a declaration that it applied only to those who descended 
from our first parents “ by ordinary generation,” which our 
Saviour confessedly did not do. Thus, both in our Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms, it is said, that “all mankind, de¬ 
scending from him (Adam) by ordinary generation sinned in 
him, and fell with him in his first transgressiona definition 
which is repeated in the Confession of Faith, and which is 
evidently intended to exclude Jesus, who was miraculously 
conceived. Again: it is said in the Confession of Faith, 
chapter 8, that “ The Son of God did, when the fulness of 
time was come, take upon him man’s nature, with all the 
essential properties and common infirmities thereof, yet without 
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em.” In quoting this, Dr. D. contended that sin was not 
one of the essential properties of man’s nature, as Mr. Irving 
alleged, but quite the reverse, being that which debases and 
corrupts it,—an accident which did not belong to roan in his 
perfect state in Paradise, and which shall be done away when 
he again becomes perfect in heaven; and that, therefore, 
Christ, though without sin, possessed every quality which 
constituted him a perfect human being, and, indeed, was a 
perfect human being, just because he was free from all guilt, 
both original and actual. To this view, he said, conforms a 
subsequent clause of the article in the Confession of Faith, 
above quoted; where, after stating that Christ was “ without 
sin, being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary,” it is added, “ So that two 
whole, perfect^ and distinct natures—the Godhead and the 
Manhood, were inseparably joined together in one person, 
without conversion, composition, or confusion,”—the word 
“ perfect,” as applied to the humanity, being evidently 
introduced here to intimate that, as a man, he was not fallen 
and sinfuL 

The doctrine which both Scripture and our standards main¬ 
tained was this:—that Christ, though he was by human 
descent of the seed of Abraham, and of the substance of his 
mother Mary, who were fallen and guilty creatures, yet, in 
virtue of his miraculous conception, was born. entirely free 
from the corruption and guilt entailed on man by the fall; 
that he was not the subject of what is called, in the language 
of the Church’s standards, "original sin;” and that, had it 
been otherwise—had his human nature been tainted with sin, 
original or actual—it would have been incapable of forming 
that mysterious union with a being of infinite purity and holi¬ 
ness, the second person in the Godhead, on which depends all 
the virtue and efficacy, of his work as our Redeemer. In 
proof of this, it was said that the angel, in announcing to the 
Virgin Mary that she would be the mother of Jesus Christ, 
revealed to her the miraculous conception, and then added, 
" therefore, also, that holy thing which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God.” In opposition to Mr. Irving’s 
position, that Christ was not in his human nature “ separate 
from sinners ” till his resurrection, it was further urged that 
it is said of him, in describing his character while on earth. 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



24 


that “lie was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners,” that “he knew no sin, neither was guile found in 
his mouth,” that “he was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin,” &c. &c., and that the whole doctrine of the 
atonement which Christ made, and the sacrifice which he 
offered up for sin must fall to the ground, if he, in his own na¬ 
ture as a man, inherited the sinfulness and the curse of the falL 
It was quite clear, then, that the doctrine uniformly main¬ 
tained by our Church was that Christ’s nature was sinless from 
first to last,—not first sinful and then sinless. That Christ 
took our sinful nature was not the doctrine of our standards, 
and he could solemnly declare that neither was it the doctrine 
of the sacred Scriptures. Dr. Duncan went on to show that 
Mr. Irving’s doctrine was altogether at variance with these he 
had stated—that he (Mr. I.) maintained that Christ took our 
fallen and guilty nature, having in so many words said that 
“ Christ took sinful flesh, or fallen human nature,” that, being 
made under the law, he was “ not only made liable to, but 
inclined to, all those things which the law interdicted -that 
his human nature differed not in the slightest degree from 
ours “in its alienation and guiltiness;” and that he was 
“ clothed upon with it bristling thick with sin !!” He further 
maintained that Christ not only took our nature in this state, 
but that it continued fallen manhood till his resurrection—that 
“sin tempted Christ in his flesh till his death”—that “he was 
conscious of, and engaged with, and troubled by every evil 
disposition, which inheres in the fallen nature of manhood,” 
and that “ the only reason why he was not overpowered by 
these evil dispositions was because he was born or generated 
of God.” But Mr. Irving still further maintained that Christ’s 
will as well as his flesh was in a fallen state—that it was “ in 
bondage to the devil, the world, and the flesh ”—that his 
human nature, “ though a servant in all things, was yet an 
unwilling servant,” and that “ he was conscious of the motions 
of the flesh, and of the fleshly mind, in so far as any regene¬ 
rate man, when under the operation of the Holy Spirit, is 
conscious of them.” Nor was this all; for Mr. Irving further 
held that Christ possessed the feelings, and performed the 
actions, of a fallen man—that, while on earth, “ he carried 
himself with the sorrow, and penitence^ and confession of a 
fallen creature.” 
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Such were the doctrines maintained by the Rev. Gentleman 
at the bar; and would any man venture to say that they were 
the doctrines of the Church of Scotland? He trusted not; 
he trusted that the eloquence of the Rev. Gentleman, brilliant 
as it was, though it might for a time make “ the worse appear 
the better reason,” would never delude the people of Scot¬ 
land, or cause them to forget the faith of their venerable 
fathers. Mr. Irving had violated the standards of our Church, 
and broached doctrines which our fathers would have abhorred; 
and, however useful he might be to the congregation he had 
collected around him, he could not be permitted longer to 
belong to a Church whose faith he had renounced, and whose 
standards he, as well as the members of the Presbytery, had 
sworn to maintain. 

Mr. Nevison, Mr. Monilaws, and Mr. Gillespie, also 
severally addressed the Assembly in support of their opinions 
that the doctrines of Mr. Irving were heretical, and he was 
guilty as libelled. 

The Moderator then asked Mr. Irving if he had any 
objection to state, why sentence of deposition should not be 
passed against him. 

Mr. Irving rose, and said with great vehemence,—Objection ? 
All objection.—Objection ? All objection. I object not for my 
own sake, but for the sake of Christ, my Lord, whom I serve 
and honour. I object for your sakes, who will thus call 
down on your own heads the righteous wrath of God. I 
object for the church's sake, who are led blindfold to ruin. 
Objection?—All objection. [The Reverend Gentleman 
, again solemnly declared that he did not hold the sinfulness of 
the human nature of Christ: and, after making a few warm 
remarks on Dr. Duncan’s speech, particularly with reference 
to the extracts, concluded by most earnestly beseeching die 
Presbytery, for their own sakes, as they valued the salvation 
of their souls, not to pass sentence upon him.] 

The Moderator was now about to proceed to the solemn 
duty which had devolved upon him, and, as a preliminary, 
requested Mr, Sloan, the senior member of the Presbytery, 
to offer up a prayer to Almighty God, when a voice was 
heard from the pew in which Mr. Irving was seated, and 
which was immediately found to be that of Mr. Dow, late 
minister of Irortgray, exclaiming, “Arise, depart!—Arise, 
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depart!—flee ye out; flee ye out of her. Ye cannot pray. 
How can ye pray ? How can ye pray to Christ, whom ye 
deny? Ye cannot pray. Depart,—depart,—flee,—flee!” 
The scene at this moment was singular, and the commotion 
in the gallery not a little astounding. As there was only one 
candle in the church, no one at first knew whence or from 
whom the voice proceeded; and it was not until one of the 
clergymen had lifted the candle and looked peeringly about, 
that he discovered the inteijectional words spoken were emit¬ 
ted by Mr. Dow. It was then moved that the speaker should 
be removed for a breach of order, and the voice suddenly 
ceased. 

The assembly, which was very numerous, and had acted 
in the most becoming manner, now became confused; and 
Mr. Dow rose to leave the house. Mr. Irving, who was pro¬ 
ceeding to follow his friend, then exclaimed, also with great 
vehemence, and apparently to the crowd that somewhat ob¬ 
structed his passage—“ Stand forth ! Stand forth! What! 
Will ye not obey the voice of the Holy Ghost! As many as 
will obey the Holy Ghost, let them depart!” He then made 
his way towards the door, and just before reaching it, he 
exclaimed—“ Prayer, indeed ! oh !” Several gentlemen of 
Mr. Irving’s party followed. 

In the midst of great confusion, Mr. Sloan offered up a 
brief prayer; after which the officer of the Court was ordered 
to call Mr. Irving’s name at the door three times; the officer 
returned and said that Mr. Irving did not answer. The 
Moderator formally pronounced the sentence of deposition 
of the Rev. Edward Irving from the ministry of the Church 
of Scotland. 

The numerous assemblage then began to disperse. The 
proceedings occupied nearly seven hours, and were listened 
to all the time with the greatest interest and attention. As 
the people left the church, persons were stationed to proclaim 
that Mr. Irving would preach on the following day in a field 
near the town. 


Annan, Thursday, March I4th.—Mr. Irving delivered 
a lecture nearly opposite the parish church', from a tent, at 
eleven o’clock this morning, to a congregation consisting of 
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1700 persons. His text was taken from Zechariah ix. 9, to die 
end of the chapter. After prayer and praise, he read the 
following letter, which he intended to transmit, the same day, 
to his flock, giving an outline of the previous day's proceed¬ 
ings:— 

To the Church of Christ, under my pastoral care, and to the 
Saints in London, with the Elders and Deacons, Grace, 
Mercy, and Peace from the Father, and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ, our Glory . 

Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 

My joy and hope, stand fast in your confidence towards 
God, and be not shaken by any thing that befalleth you, for 
the Lord is faithful who hath promised that all things shall 
work together for good to them which love God, and are the 
called according to his purpose. Be not defeated of the 
answer of your prayers by any doubts or misgivings, neither 
be ye wearied out by the patience and long-suffering of the 
Lord^with the wicked who speak evil of you, and greater evil 
of our God, as if he heard not, nor answered the prayers of 
his people for the appearing of his own glory. If you ask 
for your own exaltation, then may he choose your own way, 
and suffer you to fall into pride, which is the snare of the 
devil; but if you ask for the good of the church, and the 
salvation of poor sinners, and the spreading abroad of his own 
most excellent name, you may ask what you will, and it shall 
be done unto you. Only be ye ware how you put limits 
upon the Almighty, and set bounds to the love of Him who 
hath^jiven us his own dear Son, and will surely with him 
freely give us all things. Therefore I entreat you to abide 
stedfast in your hope, and to pray always for the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit in the abundance, the superabundance of 
the latter rain, which prepareth for the coming of the Har¬ 
vest-man, the reaper of the Father's fruitful field, which also 
he soweth by the hand of his faithful preachers. Rejoice in 
him greatly, for his love to you hath abounded in his dealing* 
with me, the Angel whom he hath set over you, and his mes¬ 
senger unto you, to set your feet in the way of his path* 
Yesterday, I arrived here with my dear brother, Robert 
Smith, before breakfast, having had a very pleasant and pros¬ 
perous journey; and we met with our dear brother, David 
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Ker. ; and immediately after us arrived David Dow and Mr- 
Nivan, and another brother, by whose coming I was much 
encouraged. After we had prayed together, we met the 
Presbytery at noon in the parish church, which was filled 
with people; and straightway the ministers began to accuse 
me of heresy, because I preached and published the glorious 
name and work of God as the Word made flesh. They put 
several questions to me concerning the manner of proceeding 
against me, to which I would not answer a word, telling them 
to do their work in their own way, for that I would not in any 
wise make myself a sharer in their guilt; nevertheless, I took 
this eariy opportunity of disabusing the people, and solemnly 
protesting before die living God that I was guiltless of the 
thought, word, or wish of making our Blessed and Holy One a 
sinner. They then proposed to have a private conference with me 
in the Session-house, apart from all the people, where God 
gave me grace to refuse to every one of them the right hand 
of fellowship, yea, and not to eat bread with them, and 
drink wine with them; and to tell them that they had lifted 
up the standard of rebellion against the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and that I would hold no conference of friendship with them, 
but be at open and avowed enmity until they had ceased from 
persecuting his faithful members. So I sat in the midst of 
them in silence and sorrow, very much burdened and afflicted 
in soul, that I should be thus called upon to separate myself 
from them, of whom many were members of the church 
before me, and some of them had laid their hands on 
me. We then returned to the church and the great congre¬ 
gation, when, having received liberty to speak for mysdlfj I 
was strengthened by your prayers to speak with great bold¬ 
ness for the name of Jesus, and to justify his truth, and to 
vindicate myself as a member of Christ; also to reprove and 
rebuke them all, both elders and people, of their sins, and to 
proclaim in their hearing the coming of the Blessed One, and 
the mercy and truth which are now going before him to pre¬ 
pare his way and set us in his steps. Oh ! it was a gracious 
and a sweet opportunity which he gave me of certifying to 
his great name and his perfect work of mercy and judgment. 
They then proceeded, one after another, to pronounce me 
worthy of being deposed from the holy ministry ; and, having 
asked me if I had any objection to their doing so, I had ano- 
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ther opportunity of pointing out to them the awful sin of 
which they were about to be guilty, and of protesting, before 
God and all the people, that I was innocent of all the things 
laid to my charge. Then they were proceeding to the fearful 
act; and, as it is required that they shall first pray before the 
sentence of deposition is pronounced, they had asked the 
oldest member to pray; but the Lord had mercy in store for 
his servant, and would not suffer them to lay their hands upon 
me, whom the Holy Ghost had set as an angel in his Church, 
and, as they rose to prayer, the Holy Ghost opened the mouth 
of David Dow, who sat at my right hand, and, with awful 
power and solemnity, commanded us who would bear the 
vessel of the Lord to depart, and touch not the unclean thing; 
and added unto them one word of bitter rebuke, “ How can 
ye pray to God in any other name than in that which ye have 
rejected ?” Wherefore we arose at the word of the Lord, and 
came forth, and I sang in my heart, “ Blessed be the Lord, 
who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth; our soul is 
escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowler.” The snare 
is broken, and we are escaped; our help is in the name of the 
Lord who made heaven and earth. Now give thanks, my, 
dearly beloved, for the Lord himself hath broken my bonds. 
For six hours did he try me in that furnace, and when he saw 
that I did bear it for his name’s sake, and would not be diverted 
by their questions, nor enticed by their flatteries, from a faith¬ 
ful testimony to his name—and that I would not shake hands, 
nor eat bread, nor confess a friendship with those who were 
his enemies, he sent me that wonderful word and set me free. 
I had already resolved, and was thereto instructed by the word 
of the Lord while yet in the midst of you, neither to seek 
judgment at the hand of the Synod, nor at the General Assem¬ 
bly, and had declared this in the hearing of them all, so that I 
did not wait in silence, in order to express my thanksgivings 
unto the Lord for my redemption out of all my bonds. But, 
behold, he would not suffer his servant to be dishonoured of 
them, and he snatched me away by this one word. Meditate 
on his goodness, and give him thanks. I then sent to the 
house of my sister, which joineth hard to the church, these two 
brethren, Robert Smith and David Ker •, to publish to the 
people that I would preach to them tc rrow, that is, this 
day, at eleven o’clock, in the open field. And now, dearly 
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beloved, when I saw the gross darkness of these poor minis¬ 
ters, and the errors with which they have filled the breasts 
and minds of the people in all these parts, I was much and 
powerfully convinced that it is my duty to tarry here some 
days and preach the gospel to the benighted people around, 
for I do not see that there is any of the brethren upon whose 
heart the Lord hath laid this as he hath upon mine. When, 
moreover, by the mouth of dear David Dow the Lord gave 
our deliverance from the Synod and Assembly, (and there is 
no call again in this matter to visit this land,) I feel my con¬ 
viction strengthened; and I do purpose by the grace of God 
to tarry in these parts certain days, and to publish, in the 
towns of the coast, the great name of the Lord. I do there¬ 
fore commend you to the Lord, and encourage the elders to 
strengthen themselves in their God, who will abundantly 
supply all your wants through faith which is in Christ Jesus; 
and now, well beloved, I commend you to the Lord and to 
the riches of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to „ 
give you an inheritance among all those which are sanctified. 
—Your faithful and loving pastor and angel over Christ’s flock 
in London. 

(Signed) EDWARD IRVING. 

Annan, 14th March, 1833. 

Previous to Mr. Irving’s departure from Scotland, he 
preached, on Friday morning, at Cummertrees, for two hours 
and a half, in the open air, to a large audience. And, on 
Saturday, on the Sands of Dumfries, at one o'clock, to an 
audience of about 1000 persons. At the same spot, he preached 
at nine, a.m. on Sunday, and again at two, p.m. to very large 
audiences. In the afternoon, he preached at Summer-hill, 
and, in the evening, at Terregles. 
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' Presbytery op Irvine.—case op Mr. Maclean, 
Charged with HERESY.~The case of the Rev. Hugh Baillie 
Maclean, presentee to the parish of Dreghorn, which came 
again before the Presbytery of Irvine on the 28th ult, has at 
length gone to proof; and after a trial which occupied four 
days, a finding in favour of the 3d, and against the 1st, 2d, 
and 4th charges in the libel, has been taken out of the hands 
of that reverend Court for the review of the Synod, which 
meets at Irvine on the 12th curt The libel set forth, “ That 
the doctrine of the peccability of our Lord’s human nature is 
contrary to the Holy Scriptures, and to what is taught in the 
standards of the Church of Scotlandand in order to estab¬ 
lish the maintenance of this doctrine by Mr. Maclean, it is 
set forth in the sequel in four separate charges. 

To this libel Mr. Maclean gave in defences, stating his ig¬ 
norance of the exact nature of the crimes with which he stood 
cluuged, from the want of all specification, his denial of having 
ever preached or otherwise maintained any doctrines at va¬ 
riance in the least with the standards of our Church in regard 
to our Lord’s humanity; his perfect willingness to subscribe 
these standards; and his deep regret that any Christian 
should have been offended at his true or imagined expressions. 
Counsel were heard on both sides, and the Reverend Mem¬ 
bers of Presbytery delivered their opinions at great length. 
The votes stood as follow:—On the first charge 8 to 3, not 
proven. On the second charge 8 to 3, not proven. On the 
third 10 to 1, proven, although 2 of the 10 regarded the 
prayer as not proven. On the fourth 7 to 4, not proven. 
Against the finding on the third charge, Dr. Lawrie, after 
some endeavours to prevent him, entered his dissent and 
complaint. Parties were then called in, when the libellers 
protested and appealed against the finding in the defender’s 
favour on the first, second, and fourth charges; and the de¬ 
fender against the finding that the third charge was proven. 
w-— Scot sman . _ 


I Presbytery op Paisley. — On Wednesday a meeting 
! was held in the Presbytery House* Mr. Geddes, Moderator, 
i The business commenced after eleven o’clock, with closed doors, 
j and they continued shut until after one o’clock, the members 
( having been engaged in examining five young men, preparatory 
to their entering the Divinity Hall, as Students of Theology. 
‘ The case of the Rev. Mr. M'Lean, presentee to Dreghorn, came 
before the Presbytery of Irvine on Tuesday se’nnight, and all 
parties were provided with able Counsel. The charges made in 
f the libel are that Mr. M'Lean, in his tensions in the pulpit, had 
said that Christ had taken upon him our fallen nature; that he 
| took upon him our fallen and corrupt nature; that his body was a 
! body of fallen flesh formed of the substance of the virgin, who was 
, not more pure than the rest of our sinful race ; that our Savibur 
had sinful propensities, but from his human nature being united 
; to his divine nature, he was bound up from transgression; that 
in his prayer, he thanked God for keeping Christ from sinning; 

I and that, in private conversation, he said that if our Saviour 
had not been kept from sinning by the Holy Ghost, he would 
j have ruined the cause. The libel was found relevant.— 
Glasgow Herald. 
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Presbytery of the Scots Church, London. —On Tues¬ 
day, the 20th current, this Presbytery met at St Andrew 1 * 
Church, Commercial-road, when three Ltiacourses were de¬ 
livered by the Rev. J. A. Scott, lately elected, through the 
influence of the Rev. Edward Irving, to the Scots Cn*rcb, 
Woolwich. These Discourses were a' Lecture, an Exercise, 
with additions, and an Exigesis, the remainder of a series, by 
the rules of the Church, preliminary to ordination. 

In the Exercise, with additions, on 1 Peter iiL 18—21, Mr. 
Scott expounding the clause “ being put to deat. u the flesh, 11 
rendered it “ being put to death by the flesh,” intimating 
that the death of Christ was the necessary consequence of his 
taking upon himself a body infected with hereditary depravity 
and obnoxious to death, the wages of sin. The broaching of 
this opinion gave rise to a warm and protracted discussion, 
which commenced at four o'clock and was continued till ten. 
Contrary to all precedent, and in violation of the laws of die 
country, the discussion was private—a procedure that lays the 
Presbytery open to severe penalties by the Toleratioo Act 
This privacy was adopted at the suggestion of Mcsara. Irving 
and Scott as the means of concealing from the public the 
actual views and feelings of the Presbytery; illustrating the 
truth of Scripture — u He that- doeth evil hateth the dight, 
neither cometh to the light lest his deeds should be reproved; 
but he tliat doeth truth, cometh to the light that his deeds may 
be made manifest that they are wrought in Cod.” 

' The Presbytery, with the exception of one, both ministers 
and elders, protesting against the sinfulness of Christ’s 
humanity, it was agreed to adjourn the debate and exa¬ 
mination till the next day, when- the ministers met with 
Mr. Scott, alone, at 10 a.m., and the Presbytery at 5 p.m. 
j At the opening of the Presbytery, Mr. Crombie stating that ; 
( Mr. Scott had not recanted, a debate ensued which lasted 
r . till 12 p.m. But as there was no approximation to an 
u agreement, the further discussion of the subject was postponed 
to Tuesday, May 4th, at 5 p.m., in the NationalSootoh Church, 
Regent-square. Till this time, Mr. Scott has been permitted 
by tbe Presbytery to supply at Woolwich, on condition 
that he abstain altogether from preaching on the sinfulness of 
Ctirist's humanity. The doors being open, and the.debate 
pubjic, the concourse, it is probable, will be immense, as many 
are at that period in London,-from almost every nation under 
heaven. The issues of this question are important; if the 
presbytery refuse Mr. Scott ordination, they must necessarily 
call upon Mr. Irving to recant or resign his charge!! 1 It is 
gratifying to find so much firmness, intelligence, and faithful¬ 
ness, in the presbytery of London. There is now a fair pros¬ 
pect of putting an end to a system of preaching that has 
brought the Church of Scotland into contempt; and, if not 
speecufy arrested, robst cause its extinction in London.— World. 


The Presbytery of the Scots Church, London, 
met yesterday, at the National Scotch Church, Regent-square, 
at five, p. m. The doors were opened to the public at half¬ 
past five. The Presbytery was constituted by prayer, by the 
Moderator, the Rev. James Miller, of the Scotch Church, 
Chapel-court, High-street, Borough. Owing to the sudden 
indisposition of Mr. Scott, the discussion of the Sinfulness 
of Christ’s Humanity was postponed till he should be able 
to attend the Presbytery, when a special meeting will be 
summoned. It was moved, seconded, and carried unani¬ 
mously, that a Committee be appointed of the members of the 
Presbytei^ then present, with the Rev. James Miller as chair¬ 
man, to inquire into the Doctrine of Christ’s Humanity. The 
next regular meeting of Presbytery is to be held at the Scotch 
Church, Chapel-court, Borough, on the third Tuesday of July, 
at twelve o’clock. Previous to this, a pro re nata meeting will 
be held, to decide the question respecting Mr. Scott 

The Meeting of Tuesday was not numerous, owing to the 
propagation of an idea, that the Meeting would not be public. 
A certificate from a physician was read to the Presbytery, an¬ 
nouncing Mr. Scott’s inability to be present. . 
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4* Account of the whole Proceedings in ike Case of the Rev . H. B. Mae- 

Jean, before the Presbytery of Irvine and the Synod of Glasgow and 

Ayr. Irvine, 1B80, 8v©. pp. 78. 

The delay which has taken place in the settlement of a minister fir 
the parish of Dregbom, has excited a deep interest throughout the 
church of Scotland. : It is, therefore, of the greatest consequence that 
the. whole facts connected with the case be fairly laid before the public^ 
so that no part^ may suffer from ill-founded prejudices, or from misin¬ 
formation, as to the actual procedure of the church courts. Under this 
impression die publication before us has been laid before tbe public. It 
contains all the documentary evidence which has at any time existed, 
or which may still exist on the subject; and without offering a .single 
comment, it leaves all who feel an interest in the matter, to form their 
own opinions upon the merits of the question. ' 

Nothing is more common than for the Court of Session to order eases 
and informations to be printed and circulated among all parries having 
interest; and the legality and propriety of the present wrrk may be 
safely rested oh the same principle. It is printed, not pal !ished, for 
the information of the parties and their friends; the members of the 
courts who may be, or who have been already judges in the' 
cause, and the ministers and elders of tbe church who may be 
choedn fur the -ensuing General Assembly, before whom the case 
conies for Ultimate decision. The work contains all the documents, 
all the evidence pro and con, and the sentences of presbytery and sy¬ 
nod. "Of course, if would not be proper in this stage of the business to 
offer any remarks upon the subject; but we : hold, that a most Valuable 
service has been dune by the prihting of these papers,'and that both the 
appellant and his opponents should circulate them extensively. By the* 
careful perusal of these papers, any impartial man may be able to 
a pretty fair idea of the merits of the case; and if every member of 
next Assembly will take the trouble of putting himself in possession of 
the pamphlet, a great deal of unnecessary labour and time lost would 
be.saved. We should like to see tbe same plan adopted in every case 
that may oome before the church courts, and involving such multifiri* 
©us details. May a love of truth and a regard to,tbe glory of the great 
Head of the church, be the governing motives in the mind and heart ©£. 
every clergyman, and elder whp shall be called to give his decision, on a 
question so grave and so interesting to mankind l 



TRIAL 0¥ MIL M'LEAN FOR HERESY. 


Synod of Glasgow and Ayr. —The Synod of Glasgow and 
Ayr held their half-yearly meeting at Irvine, on Tuesday last. 
Dr. Burns of Paisley, the late Moderator, preached an excel¬ 
lent sermon on Ecclesiastical Establishments, which the Synod 
requested him to publish. 

Mr. Stirling of Galston was chosen Moderator for the current 
half-year. 

On the evening of Tuesday, the Synod proceeded to the dis¬ 
patch of business. After some discussion on an overture by 
Dr. Burns, to petition Parliament for the abolition of West 
India slavery—which overture was unanimously approved of 
—the Synod took up the Dreghorn cause. This cause came 
before the Synod in the following shapeThe Presbytery, 
after taking proof on the libel against the presentee, found, by 
a majority, the first, second, and fourth charges in the libel not 
proven—and (with the exception of Dr. Laurie of Loudon) 
they were unanimous in finding the third charge proven,' viz.: 
—“ That in a discourse preached in the Church of Irving in 
the month of August, 1829, Mr. M ( Lean used the following ex¬ 
pression *:—* that Jesus Christ had taken our nature upon him, 
fallen as it was, and that he was withheld from sinning only by 
the power of die Holy Ghost—that Christ took our fallen and 
corrupt nature upon him'—and that Mr. M’Lean in his prayer 
thanked God fur having kept Jesus Christ firom sinning. 0 
From this judgment of the Presbytery Dr. Laurie dissented, 
and complained. Mr. M‘Lean appealed against the finding 
on the 8a charge; and the parishioners of Dreghorn, libellers, 
appealed against the finding as it respects the 1st, 2d, and 4th 
charges, and because the Presbytery had not, in consequence 
of their finding as to the 8d charge, found the major proposi¬ 
tion in the libel proven, and pronounced judgment on the ac¬ 
cused. 


The Synod were occupied till midnight in hearing the papers 
connected with this process. The reading of papers was re¬ 
sumed on Wednesday morning; after which Dr. Laurie was | 
heard for himself; P. B. Mure, Esq.,advocate, for the libellers; 
Thos. Carlyle, Esq., advocate, for Mr. M’Lean; and Messrs. 
Hamilton of Kilmarnock, and Wilson of Irvine, for the Pres¬ 
bytery.—Parties being removed, Dr. Patrick M'Farlan moved, 
u That thfc whole cause should be referred to the General As- ^ 
sembly,” which motion was seconded by Mr. Geddes of Paisley. 
On the other hand, Dr. Stirling of Craigie moved, ** That the 
Synod affirm the Judgment of the Presbytery, finding the 3d 
charge in the libel proven, and remit to the Presbytery to pro¬ 
nounce judgment in this cause.” Dr. Stilling’s motion was 
seconded by Dr. Burns, and warmly supported by him,|and by 
Mr. Welsh of St David’s, Glasgow. Besides these gentlemen 
several Members of Synod expressed their opinion in favour of 
Dr. Stirling’s motion, and against a reference to the General 
Assembly—whereupon Dr. M'Farlan said, that though he con¬ 
tinued decidedly of opinion that a reference to the Assembly 
was the best mode of disposing of the question, be would give 
way to what appeared to be the mind of a large majority of 
his brethren, and would withdraw his motion. Dr. M’Farlan’s 
motion being withdrawn, Dr. Sdrling’swas carried unanimously, 
Mr. Campbell of Row alone dissenting, on the ground that 
he was not of opinion that the latter part of the 8d charge had 
been proven. 

Against this judgment Mr. M’Lean appealed to the General 
Assembly; the libellers, also, appealed on the same grounds 
on which they had appealed from the judgment of the Presby¬ 
tery ; the Presbytery acquiesced j and Dr. Laurie, the com¬ 
plain erin this case, did not appeal._ . _ _ _ 
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It appears that at a meeting of Ui^PlS^reibytery in 
London, held on the 12th inst, Mr. Scott, who came some 
time since to London, with the view of being sent forth as 
a missionary, by the congiegation over which Mr. Inring 
presides, but who recently obtained a call from the Scotch 
congregation at Woolwich to be their pastor, officially in¬ 
timated to the Presbytery, that his objections to the con¬ 
fession of the Scotch Church were such, that he could not 
conscientiously assume the pastoral office in that Com¬ 
munion. 1 \ 

Mr. Scott was supposed to Void some doctrines with 
regard to the sinfulness of the human nature of our Lord, 
which, if proved, would have interposed a bar to his 
settlement at Woolwich. With the nattua^f these views 
our readers are well acquainted, \an<^d|Hbs of theuAj 
given in an extract from the GAira^^^^Hkiserte^H 
another column, as detailed the PilB 

bytery of Irvine, in Scotland, a 
late minister of the Scotch Chi 
gentleman is now placed upon his 
awful heresy. 

By the declaration of Mr. Scott all proceedings on this 
subject, as far as he is concerned,are, of course, stopped 
in the London Presbytery. We believe it is usual with 
those of the Scotch Church who have imbibed this heresy, 
to maintain that their views of the subject are in strict ac¬ 
cordance, at once with Scripture, and the confession of 
their own communion. This, no doubt, is such a 
position as most of those who are accused of 
departures from the faith would be ansibus to assume 
ana maintain. We can only say that the Church of Scot¬ 
land at large hold that it is a false position, which they 
have not a shadow of title to assume; that some of her 
most distinguished sons express tbeir deep indignation 
at the assumption; and that the religious publication which 
is generally patronized by that Church, (the Edinburgh 
Christian Instructor} has charged the holders of this doc¬ 
trine with heresy in the broadest terms, and, in our 
opinion, has made good the charge, by arguments the 
most conclusive and triumphant. 


Ir. M'Lean, 
i-wall. That 
rial.as maintaining tbi» 
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